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Celebrating the values of family and community are what genealogy is all

about. In 2001, Utahdés Senator Or fAnpualAprealt.e-h-Ssponsor
designating October as Family History Month. As we celebrate this special conference Registration ..7

time in lowa, we are reminded that the lowa Genealogical Society is active

throughout the year, collecting, preserving, and interpreting the stories of

l owads peopl e. lowa Genealogical
Society

The lowa Genealogical Society has come far since its charter members met

in private homes and carried the original collection in an orange crate. ~ 628 East Grand Avenue

Today, nearly 45 years later, the IGS Library is acknowledged as the premiegs Moines, 1A503091924
family history resource center i nplo¥igrrechdyd whil e
continues to challenge our resourcefulness, commitment to our patrons, our
educational programs, our publications and our mission remains unchangefmail:

igs@iowagenealogy.org
I n this issue, we 0 | take a | ook W@b% at the count

. ) ite: .

the historical and cultur al needswﬂﬂfiowggﬂnrealoﬁyoofamun' ty
showcase our October schedule of special events designed to enrich the lives ’
of family historians.

We hope you
enjoy this
special issue,
and we hope
you will join
usin
celebrating

|l owads
heritage.




l l Shattering silence

Earlier this year, Theresa Liewer received a phone call from the State of

Volunteers lowa Department of Administrative Services. Plans were being made to
make the dedicate a scul ptur enthestdteicapioe d o0 Shat t
difference grounds, commemorating the X7énniversary of the first lowa Supreme

Court decisiorin the Matter of RALPH (a coloredThap)asked if she
could locate descendents of the parties involved in the case: Ralph

Be an IGS volunteer! Montgomery, the Supreme Court Justices, the attorneys representing

Join our group of Ral ph, é&&redrdvwar mri shmandé Al exander |
dedicated genealogists. Dubugque district court petition for a writ of habeas corpus on behalf of

Youdl I hel p s wRaiphrigdered the fandmark case.

IGS mission and have

S S e sErE T The request sent Theresa and

several other members of IGS on
a research journey using all the
resources genealogists draw on.
The vault of the State Historical
Library in lowa City yielded a copy | | =
of the 1840 court proceedings, and ="
a story began to unfold.

Ralph Montgomery was a Missouri

slave who had heard that good money could be made in the Dubuque
lead mines. He signed a contract with his owner allowing him to go to
lowa and earn enough money to buy his freedom for $500 plus interest.
Unfortunately, after four years Ralph had not managed to accumulate any
funds and his owner attempted to reclaim him.

Congratulations

Myrtle Van Dyke: The court ruled that Ralph was not a fugitive slave; he had become a
Outstanding DAR Volunteer resident of |l owa with his masterds p
for Veterans in the North lowa, so Ralph was free. He still owed his former master the $500, but a
Central Division. person cannot be enslaved for a debt in the Unites-Stateinued on page 5

The Christening Bowl:
Mystery Solved!

When the christening bowl pictured below arrived at the IGS Library, it
had already been on an incredible journey. Found by a homeless man
along the Des Moines River, it had been lost for so long, its existence had
been forgotten. The pewter bowl, once sjiiaed, is engraved with

thirteen family names, and commemorates their baptisms. How it came to
be lost and in the river remains a mystery, but thanks to Diane Densmore
and other IGS volunteers, the bowl has been restored to its family and to
its place in family tradition.

Diane spent hours researching census
and cemetery records, newspaper

Marie Culver presents the

Governors archives and online databases. She )
Volunteer Award for Length of traced the bowl to descendants of Ed
service to IGS and Harry Runyon, a grocery buyer w
to Hazel Demirjean moved to Des Moines from Oskaloos:i

after 1900. The Runyon childien
Emma, Leta and lola Runyon, born
between 1892 and 1899, are named ¢

.. . the bowl. ~ continued on page



October Programs & Events £ 1

October 3 Special Interest
1 1GS Open House ~9 a.m:5 p.m. Groups
I f youdve never visited the | GS Library+—o6r—+Ff youdv

plan to explore its exceptional resources during our Open House. Containingy special interest groups
thousands of' volumes, 15,000 mlcroform's, and Internet access, the IGS attract a growing number
Library combines computer technology with traditional research for a truly of cultural enthusiasts. All
rewarding experience. Nearly 1000 new volumes have been added to this ’
groups meet at 7 p.m. at

remarkable collection in the past year; a valuable resource for genealogists :
and historians alike. the IGS Library.

I
1 Introduction to Genealogy ~ 10 a.m- 11 a.m. IGS Library NEHERIES et
Find out how easy it is to get started in this popular and fascinating pursuit and
preserve your familydés unique heri Odobegd After cl ass,
House to get acquainted with the IGS Library. FREE! Reservations suggeste@serman Interest Group

meets the first Monday of

October9  -10 each month. Explore and

1 IGS Annual Conference: Mining For Your Ancestors share your German heritage.
West Des Moines Christian Church, 4501 Mills Civic Parkway
See complete conference details on page 4. Registration on page 7. October 6

October 16 -17 African-American

Interest Group
meets the first Tuesday
of each month. Described as

1 Garage Sale Fundraiser ~9 a.m5 p.m. |IGS Library
Open to the public.

October 22 a oVillage Gatherir
. . _ . this group is dedicated to
f  Czech Archives: Getting Digital ~ 7 p.m- 9 p.m. IGS Library the study of African

Rev. Jan Dus of the Czech Republic will discuss Czech research techniquesamerican roots.
and how to get the help you need. Visit http://www.revjan.com/ for more
information about Rev. Dus. Cost: $5 IGS members/$Hneambers.

Reservations suggested. Qctober 20
Irish Interest Group
October 24 meets the third Tuesday of
1 Beginning Internet Genealogy ~ 10 a.m.noon |IGS Library each month to share Irish

Explore the possibilities of researching your family's history on the Internet. culture, folklore & history.
Learn about search engines, genealogical websites and more with IGS

president Barb Hug. Get the tools you need to conduct a successful online Qctober 27

search a_nd dis_cover new _inforr_nati_on abo_ut your fa_mily. Space is limited a”dNorwegian Interest Group
classes fill rapidly; preregistration is required for this FREE class.

meets the fourth Tuesday of
October30 -31 each month to explore
Norwegian heritage.

1 Heritage Quilt Show ~ 9 a.m.-5 p.m. daily IGS Library
Enjoy a unique display of vintage quilts crafted by the ancestors of IGS
members. Each quilt includes a biographical sketch of its Adafiiesion: $5.

October 31
1 IGS Open House ~9 a.m:5 p.m.

1 Introduction to Genealogy ~ 10 a.m- 11 a.m. IGS Library
Get started preservi ngFREEGalass,f ami |
reservations suggested.

Christening Bowl ~ continued from page 2

The trail eventually led to descendent John V. Synhorst. His daughters, =
Susan (Synhorst) Texter and Julie (Synhorst) Linn, were delighted to recoVer
their family heirloom. Mystery solved, the bowl is once again a part of this

familyds heritage; a c hpesentshed W ween




Heritage Quilt &
Amish Baskets
Raffle

This beautiful handmade
oWedding
these hangvoven Amish
baskets can be yours! IGS
is raffling off these
exquisite heritage items as
part of our Family History
Month festivities.

Raffle tickets are $2
each or six for $10and
may be purchased at the
IGS Library, or by
contacting IGS:

5152760287
igs@iowagenealogy.org.

The drawing takes place
on Saturday afternoon,
October 31st, at4 p.m.,
during our Quilt Show.
You need not be present
to win!

Igs annual conference 2009

Our Annual Conference provides the perfect opportunity to network with
other family history enthusiasts, learn from nationally known speakers,
shop specialty vendors, and just have fun! Experienced researchers and
beginners ali ke wil |-manbgrsomelcomdli s
See registration information on page 7, and visit our website,

year

Ri n g 6wwyvipwageneatpgy.ordor a complete listing of conference activities.

Nationally acclaimed genealogist,
historian and authdiimothy Pinnick

will share valuable gems to help
genealogists, amateur historians and
scholars uncover new details of their
ancestorsodé | ives. He h.
lecture experience and has been a
presenter at over a dozen national and
regional genealogy conferences from
coast to coast. Tim will speak on a
variety of topics:

Worl d War | Draft Car d: Dondét Do R

Coal Dust in Your Veins: Tips, Strategies and Resources to
Bring Your Coal Mining Ancestors to the Surface

Locating and Using Oral History Collections

Strikebreakers! The Recruitment and Employment of African
Americans in the Coal Mining Industry 1871900

1 Developing the Genealogy of a
Community: A Case Study

Mary Burtzloff, Archivist with the National
Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) - Central Plains Region, will present
programs designed to shed light on the
resources available through the National
Archives, and provide tips on how to access
these valuable records. Topics include:

1 U.S. Military Records

1 Navigating the National Archive
Website

Explore the thoughts and character of our
16h president with lowa author and historian
Larry Hurto. His special progranifie

Letters of Abraham Lincoiln,will offer a

look at one of our most famous and beloved
national figures.



